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A few notes about life after retirement. 

 
After a marvelous and demanding 34-year career at BYU, I retired August 1st, 2003.  However, 

according to Marian, my close companion, I did not really retire until December.  Almost fulltime was 
spent working with Larry Rees (Physics Department) reassembling and testing the 2 MeV Van DeGraff 
accelerator housed in the Underground Laboratory.  We did, however, spend some time with each of 
our children. 
 
 Early in December, 2003, we spent two weeks training as missionaries in the Provo Training 
Center and in Salt Lake City.  On the first of January, 2004 we took up our assignment in Las Cruces, NM, 
at the LDS Institute, across the street from New Mexico State University.  We had a great time teaching 
the LDS doctrine and history; seeking out the LDS young adults; and meeting with these young people at 
the institute, in church, and during their activities.   
 
 Our activities, since returning from our mission, fall generally into three categories: visiting and 
hosting our 8 children and spouses, 35 grandchildren with a growing number of spouses, and 6 great 
grandchildren; serving in the church and community; and regularly providing case studies for our 
wonderful medical community.  
 
 We are thankful for our daughter and husband who live in draper with their two children as well 
as for their two young-adult daughters.  The other 7 children live in 6 areas, widely spread across the 
country, with Seattle on the north, Phoenix on the south, San Francisco Bay Area on the west, and 
Denver, Chicago, and Columbus, Ohio, to the east.  There are many family events in which to participate 
and sights to see in each area.   In addition, we now have 7 grand children at BYU and a granddaughter 
at USU.  They fill our life with fun and energy.  families of the students often come, family are passing 
through, meetings come along, and so on.  Some time in nearly every month of the year we have 4 to 12 
house guests for a few days.  We also have visits and events with sisters and brothers and their families 
that live here or travel through.  I smile a bit when someone asks “Do you have any social activities or 
contacts?” 
 
 I have enjoyed working with young men and young women.  Church assignments during the 
majority of my life have involved being with the youth directly or with the organization of their activities.  
Even in my “old age” opportunities for teaching and for activities with the youth have continued.  While 
most of these opportunities have been on the ward or stake level, some have involved serving in the 
Utah National Parks Council of the BSA.  For two years I was a Sector Chairman involved with of the 
oversight of two BSA districts in Provo.  For about four years I served as the council Vice President for 
District Operations.  This is very enjoyable, quite demanding, and involved oversight of the districts in 
our council, which is the largest in the country.  There was traveling to all parts of the state south of the 
point of the mountain, meeting scout leaders throughout the area, and working to help the program 



strengthen the lives of every boy in this vast area.  We continue to enjoy our ward assignments, being 
with neighbors, and temple service.   
 
 It is quite amazing to consider what happens to the life schedules of two rather old people.  Two 
young folks, like 50 somethings, can get up in the morning and be ready to go in 30 minutes if needed.  
Two old folks, like us, are lucky to be ready in two and a half hours.  Trips to the doctor, dentist, clinic, 
lab, pharmacy, or hospital occur several times a week most of the time.  You would be surprised at how 
easy it is to ge acquainted with the doctors and their staff.  Just the same we appreciate them all. 
 
 Pervading all of life is our gratitude to our Heavenly Father for the blessings of family, friends, 
meaningful work, and the life opportunities and challenges we have experienced.  We are more grateful 
each day for our Father in Heaven, his Son Jesus Christ, and the plan of happiness they have for all of us.  
 
 
 
  


