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The
Flask
Lounge

Focus on Belonging

In the tiled, utilitarian hallways

of the Benson Building, it isn’t
difficult to wish for a cozy space

to relax, study, and unwind. To
address these needs and continue
fostering a greater sense of
community among our students,
the BYU Department of Chemistry
and Biochemistry designed and
created The Flask: a new student
lounge that opened its doors at the
beginning of this year.

“The University has prioritized
increasing the sense of belonging
among students, staft, and faculty
at BYU,” says Jaron Hansen, de-
partment chair. “After consulting
with the Department’s Executive
Committee, we believed that one
way to foster this among our un-
dergraduate and graduate students
was to create a space for them to
study and socialize together.”

The lounge, designed by HR
Specialist Teresa Harper in con-
junction with the BYU Facilities
Planning team, is located at C158
BNSN. Originally called the “Be-
longing Lounge,” it was christened
as “The Flask Lounge” through a
popular vote at its grand opening.
To add a bit of chemical flair to the
proceedings, a ribbon of nitrocel-
lulose—a substance used as the
main ingredient in gun cotton and
modern gunpowder—was lit and
served as the official “ribbon cut-
ting” of the ceremony.

“The new student lounge has
had a tremendous impact on

our students,” Hansen says.

“"The Flask’ has quickly become
the most popular space in our
department. From the moment the
building opens to its closing time,
there is always a group of students
utilizing this space.” Whiteboard-
top tables and whiteboard walls,
sofas, colorful artwork, and
splashes of plant life make for a
welcoming atmosphere where
students host study groups, laugh,
eat lunch, and find refuge amidst
rigorous academic requirements
and the pressures of the outside
world.

Another key component of The
Flask Lounge is its iconic alumni
wall where graduating students
and alumni are invited to sign their
names. “It has been wonderful,”
Hansen says, “to witness the
reactions of our current students
as they study the wall, recognizing
names of mentors, faculty, and
friends who have graduated from
our program. This connection
helps them feel validated in their
decision to pursue a challenging
major, knowing that a degree from
our department opens up many
opportunities in life.”

All alumni, recent and
longstanding, are invited to visit
BYU campus to add their names to
this signature wall. For questions
or keycode access, please visit the
main office at C100 BNSN.

Written by Emily Smith



Scholarships
and Fellowships

Graduate Fellowships and Awards

ROLAND K. ROBINS
Heitor Fusco Nagliati
Timothy Skaggs

Alexis Christine Gibson
Aaron Wilson

Hillary Otieno Owuor
Dallin Tyger

Dongdong Yang

Sudam Shivaji Mane

Noah James Mismash
Kevin Bretzing

Humphrey Andanyi Lidweye
Matthew Lutz

Maria Jose Pedroza Romo
Wisdom Oshireku Abiodun
Prasadika Samarawickrama
Shane Michael Drake
Alexander Barrett Elliott
Nathan McMurray
Samantha Hatfield

John Asafo Adjei

Adele Teressa Chalmers
Conner Joseph Nelson
Latifat Oluwatobi Ganiyu
Kriti Shrestha

Samira Jafari

Alvaro Lizarbe

Aaron Lucas Zaugg
Junhan Chen
Adeyemi Obafemi
Steven Christiansen
Shelby Thomas Harris

MILTON L. LEE ANALYTICAL
CHEMISTRY

Siqi Huang

Sara “Madi” Johnston

Rebekah Snow Stanley

JENNIE R. SWENSEN

Cecilia Sanders

CHARLES E. and MARGARET
P. MAW

Mariur Rodriguez Moreno

Megan Faux Nielson

Liahona Angelie

J. REX and MARCIA A.
GOATES
Melissa Nguyen Lumogdang

Undergraduate Research Awards

TURNER UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH FELLOWS
Jacob Limburg

Simon Hovanski
Miles Bradford
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KEARNES UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH FELLOWS

Jordan Gardner

Jacob McGuire

LOREN and MAURINE F.
BRYNER
Sin Hang (Enoch) Ho

BRADSHAW ORGANIC
CHEMISTRY

Michael Thomas Davenport
Stephanie Garcia Morin

TELFORD and FRANK
WOOLLEY MEMORIAL
Rashini Madushika Perera

FRITZ B. BURNS CANCER
RESEARCH

Cameron Leigh Simmonds
Yen Jou (Zoe) Chang

John Carl Johanson
Stefannia Esparza Pulido
Jhon Alfonso Sia

Nicholas Bair

GARTH LEE OUTSTANDING
GRADUATE STUDENT
Stephanie Garcia Morin

OTT UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH FELLOWS
Jacob Truman

Kirt Noble

Benjamin Karlinsey

Chad Hyer

Natalie Parkinson

Spencer Jones

Undergraduate Scholarships

H. TRACY HALL
Stephen Crawford
Mason Haws
Evan Tsubaki

Lina Sabin
Joshua Brown
Rebecca Cole
Tyler Mitton
Christian Garrard
Miles Bradford
Benjamin Karlinsey
Sophie Nelson

KENNETH W. BRIGHTON
Matthew Stetcher

Jackson Mattingley

Logan Dodds

Hayley Garrett

Conner Morris

BYRON J. WILSON
Elijah Pehrson
Carson Hoopes
Christopher Calder
Shane Koslow

RICHARD L. SNOW FAMILY
Ethan Hardy

BOYD A. WAITE
Madeleine Unguren
Logan Wallace
Jungil Bae

Nathan Rudd

HIRAM and PERMELIA
DAYTON

Mitchell Poulson

Anna Nelson

Eliza Crowley

Ryan Walker

Tyler Allen

Riley Leonard Pherson
Lauren Cook

STUDENT AIDE GIFT FUND
Riley Nickles

Joseph Clayson

Jacob Orchard

Emma Richardson

Rachel Thompson

Genesis Orozco

DENNIS V. and SHIRLEY J.
KNUDSON

Jenna Fitzsimmons

Ruth Patterson

Makenzie Hampson

Dylan Knabb

Takumi Ford

Laura McPhie

Nicholas Tapia

PARLEY NELS and PARLEY
LEROI NELSON
Caleb Potter

EDWARD G. PAUL
Spencer Ricks

LAWRENCE MARK LEE
MEMORIAL

Kyle Nielson

Jacob McGuire

IDA TANNER HAMBLIN
Abigail Banks
Ella Norton

Undergraduate Awards

KEITH P. ANDERSON AWARDS FOR OUTSTANDING

PERFORMANCE

Outstanding Freshman Chem non-major
Outstanding Freshman Chem major
ACS Outstanding Analytical Sophomore
Outstanding Organic Chem non-major
ACS Outstanding Organic Chem major

Chemistry Literature Award

Outstanding Biochemistry Student non-major

Outstanding Biochemistry major
ACS Outstanding Physical Chemist

ACS Outstanding Inorganic Chemist
Outstanding Advanced Analytical Chemist
Outstanding Advanced Biochemistry Lab major

Stephen Hales
Eleanor Woolley
Troy Hess
Jason Carlson
Camryn Young
Conner Murray
Zach Fiore
Ethan Hardy
Michael Haggard
Jacob Limburg
Dallin Weaver
Luke Westhoft

Outstanding Advanced Biochemistry major (Senior) Keegan Lloyd

Outstanding Graduating Senior -- CHEM BS
Outstanding Graduating Senior -- Biochem BS

Simon Blackhurst
James Holladay

ELIOT BUTLER SERVICE
AWARD
Emma Richardson

IDA TANNER HAMBLIN OUT-
STANDING 3rd-YEAR MAJOR
Hailey Hepworth

Many thanks to
our Donors whose
funds make this

possible!
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DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY
AND BIOCHEMISTRY
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
C-100 BNSN

PROVO, UT 84602-1030

HOMECOMING CELEBRATION 2024

Thur, Oct 10, 6:30pm
Benson Building W170

The BYU Department of Chemistry
& Biochemistry welcomes you back
to campus. Rather than dinner,

. ;
please join us for hors doeuvres
and gracious company, followed by
faculty speaker Jeremy Johnson.

RSVP HERE RSVP by Tuesday, Sept 24th




