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Guidelines for URA Renewal Applications 
 
All renewal applications will adhere to the same deadlines as new URA applications. 
However, the format and requirements are different so you must follow these steps:    
 
1) Download the renewal template under the Undergraduate Research Awards tab at 
chem.byu.edu 

• Use the renewal template and keep the template settings, including 12-point font, single-
spacing, 1-inch margins, etc. 

• The first section should contain a short summary of your research area (2-5 sentences) and 
the gap you are trying to fill (1-2 sentences), followed by your hypothesis and rationale for 
your hypothesis (1-3 sentences). 

• State your previous 2 specific aims and devote the rest of the section to concisely 
explaining the research progress you made during the previous URA funding period.  

• The second part of the page should contain 2 revised specific aims and the reasons for 
them. 

• You should also include a short description of the expected outcomes of accomplishing the 
specific aims during the upcoming URA period. 

• Do not exceed 1-page total, but you should fill one page. After writing the proposal, save 
as a .pdf file for submission. Double check to make sure the .pdf renders correctly and does 
not exceed the 1-page total. 

 
2) Go to the Undergraduate Research Award tab at chem.byu.edu and follow the “steps to 
renew your URA” 
 
 
Tips for a successful URA renewal:  
 

1. Work hard in the lab! URA renewals are dependent on progress, which requires your 
dedication to the research project. If you are not working hard in the lab, the URA will not 
be renewed. 

2. Good writing skills are important! With such limited space, it’s critical that you concisely 
explain your progress and new aims in such a way that a scientist outside your research 
area will understand. Make sure your writing is coherent and cohesive. Avoid jargon.  

3. Your aims must tie directly back to your hypothesis. In other words, each aim should test 
some aspect of your stated hypothesis. 

4. Research worthy of funding must fill an important gap. Be sure to describe that gap and 
why it needs to be filled.  


